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Chief, EE 

Chief of Mission, Frankfurt Infot COM 

Operational /CART /CAfCftT/CAllRO IT/CA^OHlDKATE^ Cl ZJ 

Q Hi Report on SSD Censor ahlp Method* 



1. CC waa debriefed by GADROIT on 3 December 1953 

on eethod* employed by SSD oaoeorshlp inetailatioa# (AJTAS - Amt 
fumy Antl»Desokratl*ohe Sandunxen). The report me* subeequenUy 
sSEmliW io (JASSBW^TE/uboTn turn headed It over to the 
undersigned later In the month. 

2. The report me* originally delivered to Cl- — 1 

for hi* use* and simultaneously copies sere circulated among the 
GAR? section, within QAIHAJV, and to *uoh other parties ae have a 
direct interest in these matter* • 

3. Since it i* felt that certain detail* of the operative 
methods employed by SSD censor* may be of Interest, copies of the 
translated report are being forwarded herewith for the information 
end disposition of the recipients* 
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Source wee up to the ti me of her flight a letter-opener in the 
Goerlit* A? AS (AJV.* - Ant fuer Antl-Demo kratisc he Sendungeo) office, 
end wee consequently an enplojee of the s:i D with” the rent of Oefreiter 
(private flret class). She ie 18 yea re old end nakee a t aeicaily favor- 
able impression ♦ Her sU Uneats appear to be credible and are convincing . 

She claina that she beoane an employee in AIAS in 19$0 at a tine 
when ehe had been without work for a considerable period of tine. Without 
realising that she was dealing with an official of the S5E, ahe wee told 
that she would be taken into the postal service. 

The GoerliU Af AS office is located in a separate part of the 
Goer 11 tx poet office. Its employees are outwardly poetal workers, but 
are nonetheless subordinate to the SSD. At the beginning, part of their 
salaries was paid by the postal administration, the r em a in d e r after deduc- 
tions eas then remitted to thee by sail. At the present time, payment of 
one's entire salary is aide by the SSD. 

The following persons belong to the official activities of an AFA5 
of floe i sorters, openers, readers and copyists. 

Experienced sorters develop with practice an acute tense of touch. 

They supposedly can ascertain by a cursory exterior examination of letters 
with their bands that the contents probably consist of printed natter (or 
•inflammatory propaganda*, as source calls it). .In the largest censorship 
office, Berlin N u, to which source was detailed for a period, an experienced 
sorter can pick out sons 300 pieces of printed matter a day. The conditions 
which betray letters picked out in this manner are their being too thiok, too 
th in, or too smooth which makes these plsoes of mall conspicuous. Source 
mentioned as an example that In normal letters the letter pa per must usually 
be folded in order to conform to the shape of the envelope. Printed matter, 
on the contrary, lies flat In the envelope. It is therfore recommended that 
printed matter on one aids bo provided with a special fold. Further, the 
question of addresses and handwriting plays a large role in the process of 
sorting. "Professional n handwriting almost always falls into the dutches 
of the "snooper” mho supervises tbs censors, and nearly always successfully 
(1 »*,, there Is propaganda or other Illegal material In the envelope). 

Source stated in a convincing fashion that aha recognised the handwriting 
of a number of pleeea of mall placed before her (at the time of bar debrief- 
ing by CABRQIT). As a matter of fact. In one case the handwriting wae that 
of a woman who had been active for (CADkOIT) for quite some time, and mas 
known to Kr.- (me ft bar of the Ca DROIT staff). It also appears certain that 
too frequent use of refined handwriting Is suspicious, and that the happy 
medium lias between truly primitive and refined handwriting. Source also 
recommended that greeter use be made of the term "Family 11 both in addresses 
and return addresses. In addition to the necessary improvement In the 
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quality or our coommi cat ions, it is also worthy of our consideration 
that addressee without the first nar-c bo permitted only as a last 
resort. 

The let ter* openert in tb: iouriit* Arab office work at tables, the 
surface of which has spaced hole*. ieneath there is a heater with water 
which la constantly in operating* . clc:,;. place' between the stoaa and 
the letter to be opened assures the tnlfor; effect of the steam. 

Kxperlenoed opener* c*n unseal uozte 100 letters at hour. The supreme 
command/* at for all openers ie that they leave no trace of their tampering. 

In this process they Bust proceed with axtreira caution, furthermore, all 
seals which have been pasted on must be replaced in their proper place. 
Bnvelope* which arc damaged in opacity; be destroyed. Those which 
can be opened only with great difficulty or not at all aie on the other 
hand forwarded without arty censorship. Source aentic.io as examples, 
envelopes the glue of which contains fish derivatives or egc whites. 

This ie doubtless a- indication of the poaeibillty of obtaining correspond- 
ing envelopes at least for our special letters. Also long and over-sised 
envelopes aleoot certainly escape censorship, since the process of opening 
them is too tedious and complicated. Lettere are; re-scaled tflth paste, 
end thereafter placed briefly under a presr In order to retao e the tell- 
tale waves In the paper caused by the steam. Nevertheless, if you hold the 
front of the envelope up to strrng light, you can under certain drains tan ose 
recognise the impression of the letter which was lying oa top of it. The 
nee of strips of gummed paper was not customary ia Goerlits, and furthereore 
waa unknown to the source of this report. Quart* lamps arc in use only in 
the larger \Yk$ office* ev.cb as T - *sden, for example. 

There is nothing particular to be said about the reading and evaluation 
of letters. Objectionable pasra^s are of course routed to the attention of 
the 3SD. Source claims to know that in special cases, if they be? love they 
have stumbled upon the track of an espionage or resistance group, letters 
are forwarded In order not to arouse any suspicion of surveillance either 
in the sender or the recipient. 

A possibility worthy of mention is represented by the camouflage of 
special letters as love letters 0 . These normally pans through unopened* 

They fall into the clutches of ;he censors only when the openers evince 
a direct perso nal Interest In them. Letters of condolence are now generally 
opened, allegedly becavse of their frequent use by West Berlin organisations* 

Interest inf also was the statement made by source that in Coer lit* 
letters forwarded by the night deliveries ware not usually censored because 
of lack of tine and personnel* The question remains open Whether it also 
bolds true for other cities, and whether or not our people, if the occasion 
should arise, ought to be given this piece of advice, to use late evening 
hours as well as Saturdays and Sundays for posting letters. Special delivery 
and registered letters are likewise censored* 
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The ail n problem, of the Levitt wOrxc nail etna arc hip is Uio lack of 
personnel* Theoretically all pieces of mail aro supposed to bo censored. 
TtoA or present circumstances, howver, this is not possible. The people 
employed are regularly subjected to schooling and training* Within the 
poet of floe building, the regular postal eeployeee shun the personnel of 
the AfAS office. 




